On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee Meeting of the Clay Minerals Group, I am very glad, as the founder of the Group, to have the opportunity of addressing members, albeit via a tape recording.
The formation of the Clay Minerals Group was preceded by a series of discussions with the officers of the Mineralogical Society. The idea of the Group originated with Robert Mackenzie and myself. We had both been very much concerned at the Macaulay Institute with research into the clay minerals, and it seemed to us that these minerals were so different in nature from the ordinary macroscopic minerals, and the technique of their investigation was so different, that a separate group of the Society should be formed, in order to encourage research on these minerals, to allow for the presentation of papers, and to publish the results of research. The formation of a totally independent society seemed to us impracticable, and we therefore suggested to the officers of the Mineralogical Society that they should act as foster parents to a group which would be concerned with this sphere of research.
The response to this suggestion was originally mixed. The objection was raised that, if such a special group were permitted, then other special interests within the Society would also claim the right to form groups. Among those mentioned were a Gemmological Group (a group concerned with ore bodies) and another concerned with amorphous minerals. I remember that, at the time, this suggestion of a multiplicity of groups seemed to us (as it was intended to seem) as a substantial disadvantage to our proposal. In fact, since that time, various groups have been formed, and ! think that, far from disadvantaging the Society, they have contributed to its strength and to its development.
It was necessary for us to obtain a public figure of substantial importance to sponsor our group, and to contribute to our initial meeting. We were very fortunate in obtaining the support of Professor J.D.-Bernal, who gave the opening address at that meeting in Burlington House, London, on 24th January, 1947. Around a hundred people were present on that occasion, which was a very good inaugural turn-out. Fifteen papers were presented, several of which were reviews of current research on clay minerals in various European countries.
It seems rather typical, looking back, that I was inevitably landed initially with the secretaryship of the Group. Also that I relinquished it fairly rapidly. It appeared that 1 never had the charisma to be elected Chairman, which of course, like a constitutional monarch, was a position of much honour, but only a moderate degree of actual influence, in fact, Professor G.W. Brindley was elected the first Chairman. He was followed in 1949 by A.L. Roberts, and in 1951 by G. Nagelschmidt.
It is also quite typical of my work on behalf of societies that I was not found to be an entirely satisfactory Secretary. I tended to be bad at keeping records, and lax in replying to correspondence. So, after two years, I handed over the secretaryship into the more capable hands of Robert Mackenzie, and took over the job of editing the periodical, which is the one I generally get landed with in societies. In fact, at the beginning, I had been combining the two jobs, the Bulletin being a mere cyclostyled pamphlet, and very easy to produce. I was determined to make the Bulletin into a regular scientific journal, and obtained permission from the Mineralogical Society to re-issue the two original cyclostyled periodicals in a proper printed form. These comprised Nos 1-2 of the Clay Minerals Bulletin, which was published in 1948 in a combined issue of 72 pages. The initial Editorial was signed by me, and by G.W. Brindley, who continued as a most active worker in this field of research.
The early membership of the Group was rather small, a hundred or so, and of course it was entirely supported by the parent Society. Consequently, not (c) 1999 The Mineralogical Society much money could be spared for the Bulletin, which had to be produced at minimum cost. I believe it was Robert Mackenzie who introduced me to the small firm of printers in Scotland, which remained with us for many years, until the Bulletin was converted into a more prestigious journal. We were also very grateful to the firm of English Clays, St Austell, which took a full-page advertisement in every issue. I don't know whether it brought them much custom, but it brought us some much-needed revenue to support the Bulletin. The London firm of Rayner's must also be mentioned as a steady advertiser. It was a form of commercial sponsorship for which we were most grateful.
The first number of the Bulletin set a pattern which I tried to maintain; one of close collaboration between research groups and investigators in the different countries of Europe. The situation then was a difficult one; we were just recovering from a disastrous war, during which all contacts between research workers in European countries had been cut off. Since clay mineral research had started from a fairly muted level before the war, many links had to be not so much forged afresh, as created from the beginning.
As was to be expected, links with our colleagues in France were rapidly established on a basis of close collaboration and mutual visits. Jacques M~ring, of the French CNRS, who did such valuable work on clay mineral complexes, published some of his early papers in our journal, as did S. H6nin, of the Institut de la Recherche Agronomique in Versailles. On our numerous visits to Paris to see M6ring and his collaborators, it became a ritual to go round the corner at midday to a restaurant called 'Chez Solange', where the food was accompanied and succeeded by long discussions on layer lattices, ion exchange, random interstratification, and the configuration of organic molecules. This was our introduction to Continental cafe and restaurant life after dreary wartime and post-wartime fare in Britain.
'Chez Solange' was dirty and scruffy beyond anything we had known in Britain, and the high quality of the food, and the degree of patience and helpfulness of the staff was also of a quality we had never known in Britain. The stafl, by the way, was a scruffy girl of about 18, the Solange's daughter perhaps. She would patiently wait, bringing us fresh cups of coffee and glasses of cognac until the middle hours of the afternoon, while we scribbled diagrams on tablecloths and napkins (both of paper).
It was in those days that our trans-Channel coterie was joined by a trans-Atlantic colleague in the form of Bill Bradley, who had just moved down to Texas from Illinois. He was, like M6ring, destined to be one of the major contributors to clay mineral research. It was in another Paris restaurant, not 'Chez Solange', where our discussions with him went on, accompanied by repeated glasses of beer, well into the afternoon. Each time the waitress brought a fresh round of glasses, they were accompanied by beer mats, which we heaped up beside us until they formed a pile about two feet high. When finally we left, she came and counted the mats, and announced the total bill. The burn in the tablecloth we had successfully concealed! Bill Bradley had a curious complex with which I had some sympathy. He would never travel by aeroplane, taking it to be a fundamentally unsafe mode of transport. Consequently when he came down to Spain to visit me there later, he travelled by the rather tedious means which involves changing trains at the frontier, due to the difference of gauges. He would arrive safely, though somewhat exhausted. He was eventually killed, by a curious fate, in an automobile accident in Texas.
I had a particular interest in the international aspects of clay minerals research because, in my university studies, which were devoted to mathematics and physics, it had always been a toss-up whether t would study languages and linguistics instead. In fact in my two final science years I was wasting my time, if it was a waste of time, learning Swedish and Hungarian. My Hungarian, alas! has all gone, but a good deal of my Swedish has remained, together with several other languages. So, in the early years of the Group, I received bulletins and notices from Franee, Belgium and the Netherlands, Germany, Scandinavia, Spain and Italy, translated them, and put summaries and sometimes complete papers in the Clay Minerals' Bulletin. l always looked forward to the time when the Bulletin would be a pan-European, multilingual journal. This it has since become, even though multilingualism is somewhat discouraged. The aim of the present editors of the journal is to encourage English as the one international scientific language, as Latin was in the Middle Ages and beyond.
As can be seen from the title page of the first issue of the Clay Minerals Bulletin, the contents were from the beginning international, but foreign
The origin of the Clay Minerals Group articles were translated. The first number to publish extensively in foreign languages was that devoted to the Proceedings of the International Clay Minerals Congress in Paris in 1954; No. 12 of Volume 2, which was the last number to be edited by me. Apart from Europe and North America, the only other contacts we had were with Japan and Australia, and these have been maintained. I am very glad to have published some of the early work of Toshio Sudo, and the Bulletin also carried an early investigation by George Walker into the structure of vermiculite complexes, an investigation which he was able to pursue in more detail before his tragically early death, which left many promising lines of research incomplete. It is relevant to mention that, although Australia was his adopted country, George was born in Scotland, and took all his degrees in the University of Aberdeen. After I went to Spain, the editorship of the Clay Minerals Bulletin was transferred to R.J.W.
McLaughlin, a change which benefitted the journal, with a fresh mind brought to bear on it. In fact, a significant step was taken towards making it the high-grade international journal which it now is.
Later I spent three years in the Physics Department at the University of Dundee, where I did work on vermiculite and chlorite. I returned to Spain for five years, working mainly in Madrid at the Chemistry Department of the University under Professor Enrique Guti6rrez Rios. For part of my time there I supervised the thesis on interlamellar structures being prepared by Antonio Ruiz Amil, who, after graduation, took up a permanent appointment at the University. I also collaborated with Ruiz Amil and Araceli Ramirez Garcia over an illustrated volume on interlamellar complexes, which I published after leaving the University.
In conclusion, I would like to wish the Clay Minerals Group continuing success in the future. I shall not be celebrating the Centenary with you, but some of you here today, retired by then, will I'm sure join your younger colleagues on that eventful occasion.
